
Brookbank Canoes - Hobie Outback					     9th March 2009

Review of the Hobie Outback
Recently we got the Brookbank Warwickshire staff out onto the canal to try the Hobie 
Outback. Although the weather wasn’t great, great fun was had by all. Hobie kayaks, as you 
will know if you attended the Boat & Caravan show at the NEC, are a great crowd puller and 
the amazement on people’s faces as they learn about the Mirage drive system is clear to see. 
It really is a great recreational platform from which do partake in a wide range of hobbies 
whether it is fishing, photography or just exploring our coastlines and waterways. As you will 
see from the photos we took, the boat makes a great stable platform allowing you to take 
clear photos, sort your tackle or even top up your tan!

At first we were slightly apprehensive about the pedalling motion and getting the boat to 
move but the smooth motion of the mirage drive and easy adjustment meant we could get 
on the move as soon as we got in the boat.

One area that we did have concern with was that with “the lack of reverse you do have to be 
aware of the space around you but once you have grasped the rudder controls you do not 
have any difficulty”. The ‘point to turn’ system means that you move the perfectly located 
rudder control to where you want to go and the boat goes there. All of the Hobie kayaks 
come with paddles which can be used in situations where you need a reverse but in many of 
the applications of the boats this would be few and far between.

Cliff found “the boat stable, easy to turn and picked up speed very quickly in comparison to a 
paddled kayak. It was comfortable and easy to get in and out of also.”

And Chris commented “the Outback is a great all round kayak great for both touring and 
recreational use, it tracks very well but is also very manoeuvrable when using the skeg. It’s a 
very stable boat ideal for novices and experienced paddlers alike.”

So to sum it all up, the Outback is a great, stable boat the is an ideal recreational craft that 
fits many of the needs of recreational paddlers.


